
Reminder: If you would like to give to this project, all gifts are tax deductible and can be made 
safely online. Pledge cards are also available online. 

https://siouxcountyparks.org/nature-center/ 

August Update 

What a great month for the Nature Center! If you haven’t had the 

chance to drive by the site, you should make plans to! 

Thanks to the good weather outside the crews have made 

significant progress on the outside of the building. All five 

retaining walls have been finished off the west and east side of the 

building. The EIFS (Exterior insulation finishing system) has been 

completed on the west and east walls. Siding continues to go up 

on the south side. Priming has started for the siding and will get 

painted in the next couple of weeks. The east public parking lot 

has been poured. All the prep work for the remaining west staff 

parking lot and walking paths has taken place.   

The interior of the building has also made progress especially the 

basement. The installation of the main stair case has made access 

from the basement to main floor easier. With the flooring finally 

poured, crews are working hard to get the electrical, sheet rock 

and mudding done in the basement. The Night Exhibit bone 

structure has been constructed and can be seen to the right. The 

whole main floor received its layer of gypcrete in the last couple 

days of this month. The gypcrete layer will give stability to the 

building as well as acts as a sound barrier. Various carpet squares 

and flooring will cover the gypcrete in the end.  

One of our naturalists was in the Minneapolis area this month and 

stopped by Split Rock Studios for a progress update. “It was really 

cool to see all of our exhibits coming to life! Everywhere you 

looked they were working on our material.” Our naturalist can 

assure anyone that these exhibits will be a great addition to an 

already amazing building. She also got to see some of the graphics 

that had been printed. “One little detail that takes these graphics 

to the next level is the fact that a majority of the photos were from 

local photographers. I can’t wait for the public and the artist to see 

their work.” The graphics and the rest of the exhibits will be 

delivered in October. 

Up Next: 

8/19 West side EIFS and retaining 

walls 

Split Rock Studios 8/16 

Main floor, pre gypcrete 8/28 

The west staff parking lot area will be poured along with the rest of the walking paths. A lot of painting 

going on, both inside and out! The main floor should almost reach completion in preparation for the 

Split Rock Studio’s installation crew to come the following month. The elevator will also be installed. 


